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This graduate level course will explore recent theoretical writings on Latin American politics. The aims of this course are three-fold: 1) To acquaint students with some of the most important recent analyses of Latin American politics; 2) To teach students how to design and evaluate theoretically-oriented research; and 3) To train students to carry out several types of writing assignments that political scientists are frequently required to perform. The course is divided into three sections. The first section of the course explores the determinants of Latin American political development. The second section analyzes the performance of political institutions in Latin America in recent decades. The third and final section of the course examines the causes and consequences of recent policy changes in the region.

REQUIREMENTS

This is a discussion seminar and students will be required to participate regularly in class discussions. Participation will count for 10 per cent of each student's grade.  Each week, a number of students will be responsible for helping facilitate the discussion of that week's readings. During class we will critique each book or article assigned for that week. There are four written assignments in this class:
1) A 4-5 page book review of Ken Robert’s book on the transformation of party systems in Latin America, which is due in class on Oct. 8. The review should summarize and analyze the theoretical arguments and empirical evidence presented in the book and it should assess the book’s main strengths and weaknesses. The book review is worth 15 per cent of each student’s final grade.
2) A 3-4 page analysis of one of the articles assigned for week 8. The analysis is due in class on Oct. 29. Students should write the analysis as if they were refereeing the article for a major political science journal. You should evaluate the importance of the theoretical and empirical contribution, the soundness of the methodology, and the persuasiveness of the empirical evidence. This review is worth 15 per cent of each student’s final grade.

3) An 8-10 page review essay analyzing at least 5 of the 6 articles assigned for Week 11. The review essay is due in class on Nov. 19.  The essays should compare and contrast the articles assigned for that week, pointing out theoretical, methodological, and empirical problems. It should assess the strengths and weaknesses of the literature on the topic in question, and identify a research agenda for the future. The review essay is worth 25 per cent of each student’s grade.
4) A 10-15 page research proposal, which is due on Dec. 10. The proposals should identify a research question, discuss the theoretical literature on this topic, present some plausible hypotheses, and describe a feasible means of testing these hypotheses. With my permission, students may write a research paper instead of the research proposal. The proposal or paper is worth 35 per cent of your grade. Students will also need to prepare a 1-2 page summary of their research proposal and distribute it to the class via e-mail by Nov. 30. This summary, which will not be graded, should identify your research question and present some preliminary hypotheses.
The books by Collier and Collier and Mahoney are available for purchase at the University Co-op. The other assigned readings will be available on E-Reserves.

INTRODUCTION


Week 1 (Sept. 10): Course outline, intellectual styles, and research methodology
Gerardo Munck.  "Canons of Research Design in Qualitative Analysis." Studies in Comparative International Development, Fall 1998, Vol. 33, no. 3, pp. 18-45. 

Johan Galtung. 1981.  “Structure, Culture, and Intellectual Style: An Essay Comparing Saxonic, Teutonic, Gallic and Nipponic Approaches,” Social Science Information, Vol. 20, No. 6, 817-856.
Adam Przeworski.  "How to Write a Proposal."  AAPS Newsletter.  December 1990, pp. 9-11. 

I.
LATIN AMERICAN POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT


Week 2 (Sept. 17): Modernization theory and its critics
Lipset, Seymour Martin. 1983. Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics. William Heinemann Ltd. Ch. 2, pp. 27-63.

Andre Gunder Frank. "The Development of Underdevelopment." In Robert Rhodes, ed., Imperialism and Underdevelopment, pp. 4-16.

Theotonio Dos Santos.  "The Structure of Dependence." in Development and Underdevelopment:  The Political Economy of Inequality.  Boulder:  Lynne Rienner, 1993.  pp. 193-202.

Guillermo O'Donnell. Modernization and Bureaucratic Authoritarianism. (Berkeley, CA: Institute for International Studies, 1973). Chs. 1-2, pp. 1-111.

Przeworski, Adam, and Fernando Limongi.  "Modernization:  Theories and Facts."  World Politics, 49 (January 1997), pp. 155-183.

Boix, Carles and Susan Stokes. “Endogenous Democratization.” World Politics 55 (July 2003), pp. 517-549.
Week 3 (Sept. 24): Organized Labor and the Making of Democracy in Latin America

Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier.  Shaping the Political Arena: Critical Junctures, the Labor Movement, and Regime Dynamics in Latin America (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2002.) Overview, Chs. 1-4 all (pp. 1-157); Ch. 5 (pp. 161-168); Ch. 6 (pp. 353-359); Ch. 7 (pp. 498-506); Ch. 8 all (pp. 745-774.) In addition, each student will be required to read the sections of chapters 5-7 that relate to the two countries assigned to them in class. 
Week 4 (Oct. 1): Democracy and Authoritarianism in Central America
James Mahoney, The Legacies of Liberalism: Path Dependence and Political Regimes in Central America. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001. All.
Week 5 (Oct. 8): A New Critical Juncture in Latin America?
Kenneth Roberts.  Forthcoming. Party System Transformation in Latin America's Neoliberal Era. Cambridge University Press.

Book review due.

II.
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN LATIN AMERICA

Week 6 (Oct. 15): Parties and Elections
David Samuels and Richard Snyder. 2001. "The Value of a Vote: Malapportionment in Comparative Perspective." British Journal of Political Science 31, 4 (October): 651-671.
Scott Morgenstern, Elizabeth Zechmeister. 2001.  “Better the Devil You Know than the Saint You Don't? Risk Propensity and Vote Choice in Mexico.” Journal of Politics (February), Vol. 63, No. 1: 93-119.
Javier Auyero. 2000. “The Logic of Clientelism in Argentina: An Ethnographic Account”. Latin American Research Review 35, 3: 55-81.
Torcal, Mariano, and Scott Mainwaring. 2003. “The Political Recrafting of Social Bases of Party Competition: Chile, 1973-95.” British Journal of Political Science 33: 55-84.

Guillermo Rosas. 2005. “The Ideological Organization of Latin American Legislative Parties: An Empirical Analysis of Elite Policy Preferences.” Comparative Political Studies 38,7 (Sept.): 824-849.

Juan P. Luna and Elizabeth J. Zechmeister. 2005. “Political Representation in Latin America: A Study of Elite-Mass Congruence in Nine Countries.” Comparative Political Studies 38, 4 (May): 388-416.


Week 7 (Oct. 22). Presidents and Legislatures
Mainwaring, Scott, and Matthew Soberg Shugart, eds.  Presidentialism and Democracy in Latin America.  Cambridge University Press, 1997, Ch. 1, pp. 12-54.

Gary W. Cox and Scott Morgenstern. 2001. "Latin America's Reactive Assemblies and Proactive Presidents." Comparative Politics 33, 2 (January): 171-189. 

David Samuels. 2002. “Pork Barreling Is Not Credit Claiming or Advertising: Campaign Finance and the Sources of the Personal Vote in Brazil.” Journal of Politics Volume 64, Issue 3 (August): 845-863. 
Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer. 2006. “Still Supermadres? Gender and the Policy Priorities of Latin American Legislators” American Journal of Political Science 50, 3 (July): 570-585.

Octavio Amorim Neto. 2006. “The Presidential Calculus: Executive Policy Making and Cabinet Formation in the Americas.” Comparative Political Studies 39, 4 (May): 415-440.

Gabriel Negretto. 2004. “Government Capacities and Policy Making by Decree in Latin America: The Cases of Brazil and Argentina.” Comparative Political Studies 37, 5 (June): 531-562.

Week 8 (Oct. 29) The Judiciary and the Rule of Law in Latin America

Patricio Navia and Julio Rios-Figueroa. 2005. “The Constitutional Adjudication Mosaic of Latin America.” Comparative Political Studies 38, 2: 189-217.

Matthew Taylor. 2006. “Veto and Voice in the Courts: Policy Implications of Institutional Design in the Brazilian Judiciary.” Comparative Politics (April): 337-355.

Helmke, Gretchen. 2002. "The Logic of Strategic Defection: Court-Executive Relations in Argentina under Dictatorship and Democracy." American Political Science Review 96, 2 (June): 291-303.

Aníbal Pérez-Liñan, Barry Ames, and Mitchell A. Seligson. 2006. “Strategy, Careers, and Judicial Decisions: Lessons from the Bolivian Courts.” The Journal of Politics 68, 2 (May): 284-295.

Brinks, Daniel. 2003. “Informal Institutions and the Rule of Law: The Judicial Response to State Killings in Buenos Aires and São Paulo in the 1990s.” Comparative Politics 36, 1: 1-19.

Call, Charles. 2003. “War Transitions and the New Civilian Security in Latin America.” Comparative Politics: 1-21.

Article review due

III.
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN LATIN AMERICA

Week 9 (Nov. 5): Democratization and Democratic Consolidation
Scott Mainwaring and Aníbal Pérez-Liñán. 2005. “Latin American Democratization since 1978.” In Frances Hagopian and Scott P. Mainwaring eds., The Third Wave of Democratization: Advances and Setbacks. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 14-59.

Edward L. Gibson. 2005. “Boundary Control: Subnational Authoritarianism in Democratic Countries.” World Politics 58 (Oct.): 101-32.

Daniel Stevens, Benjamin G. Bishin, and Robert Barr. 2006. “Authoritarian Attitudes, Democracy, and Policy Preferences among Latin American Elites.” American Journal of Political Science. 50, 3 (July): 606-620.

Marcus J. Kurtz. 2004. “The Dilemmas of Democracy in the Open Economy: Lessons from Latin America.” World Politics 56 (January): 262-302.

Aníbal Pérez-Liñán. 2005. “Democratization and Constitutional Crises in Presidential Regimes: Toward Congressional Supremacy?” Comparative Political Studies 38, 1 (February): 51-74.

Kathryn Hochstetler. 2006. “Rethinking Presidentialism: Challenges and Presidential Falls in South America.” Comparative Politics (July): 401-418.

Week 10 (Nov. 12) Ethnic and Racial Politics

Yashar, Deborah. 1998. “Contesting Citizenship: Indigenous Movements and Democracy in Latin America.” Comparative Politics 31, 1 (October): 23-42.

Van Cott, Donna Lee. 2003. “Institutional Change and Ethnic Parties in South America.” Latin American Politics and Society 45, 2: 1-39.

Madrid, Raúl L. 2007. “The Rise of Ethno-Populism in Latin America: The Bolivian Case.” A paper presented at the 2007 annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Ill., Aug. 28-31.

Mark Q. Sawyer, Yesilernis Peña, and Jim Sidanius. 2004. “Cuban Exceptionalism: Group-based Hierarchy and the Dynamics of Patriotism in Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba.” Du Bois Review 1, 1: 93-113.

Mala Htun. 2004. “From "Racial Democracy" to Affirmative Action: Changing State Policy on Race in Brazil.” Latin American Research Review 39, 1: 60-89.
Juliet Hooker. 2005. “Indigenous Inclusion/Black Exclusion: Race, Ethnicity, and Multicultural Citizenship in Latin America.” Journal of Latin American Studies 37 (May): 285-310 .


Week 11 (Nov. 19). Economic Reform 
Stephan Haggard & Robert Kaufman.  The Political Economy of Democratic Transitions.  Princeton, N.J.:  Princeton University Press, 1995. Ch. 5 pp. 151-182.

Hector Schamis.  1999.  "Distributional Coalitions and the Politics of Economic Reform in Latin America."  World Politics 51 (January 1999), pp. 236-268

Silva, Eduardo.  "Capitalist Coalitions, the State, and Neoliberal Economic Restructuring: Chile, 1973-1988."  World Politics, July 1993, pp. 526-559.

Johnson, Gregg B., and Brian F. Crisp. 2003. “Mandates, Powers, and Policies.” American Journal of Political Science. 47, 1 (January): 128-142.

Weyland, Kurt.  1998.  "The Political Fate of Market Reform in Latin America, Africa and Eastern Europe."  International Studies Quarterly, 42, pp. 645-674.

Baker, Andy. 2003. “Why is Trade Reform So Popular in Latin America? A Consumption-Based Theory of Trade Policy Preferences.” World Politics 55 (April): 423-55.

Review essay due

Week 12 (Nov. 26) Second Stage of Reform

Moisés Naím. "Latin America: The Second Stage of Reform." In Larry Diamond and Marc F. Plattner, eds. Economic Reform and Democracy. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University): 28-44.

Geddes, Barbara. 1991. "A Game Theoretic Model of Reform in Latin American Democracies." American Political Science Review. 85, 2 (June): 371-392.

Madrid, Raúl L. 2003. "Labouring against Neoliberalism: Unions and Patterns of Reform in Latin America." Journal of Latin American Studies 35: 53-88.

Etchemendy, Sebastian. 2004. “Repression , Exclusion and Inclusion: Government-Union Relations and Patterns of Labor Reform in Liberalizing Economies.” Comparative Politics (April): 273-290.

Christopher Garman, Stephan Haggard and Eliza Willis. 2001. “Fiscal Decentralization: A Political Theory with Latin American Cases.” World Politics 53 (January): 205-36.

Kathleen O’Neill. 2003. “Decentralization as an Electoral Strategy.” Comparative Political Studies. 36, 9 (November): 1068-1091.

Nov. 30 Distribute 1-2 page summary of research proposal to class via e-mail.

Week 13 (Dec. 3)

Discussion of research proposals. No assigned reading.
Dec. 10.  Research proposals due in my office by 3:00 p.m. (Batts 3.112)

